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PROCESS FOR OBTAINING PURE ANILINE

The invention relates to a process for obtaining pure aniline
by catalytic hydrogenation of nitrobenzene and work-up of
the resulting reaction mixture.

Aniline is predominantly obtained industrially from
nitrobenzene by catalytic hydrogenation. The heterogeneous
catalytic hydrogenation can be carried out in the liquid or in
the gas phase. The gas phase hydrogenation in fixed bed is
disclosed e.g. in U.S. Pat. No. 4,740,621 or EP 748790. A gas
phase hydrogenation in moving bed is disclosed in U.S. Pat.
No. 3,136,818, the hydrogenation of nitrobenzene in the lig-
uid phase e.g. in U.S. Pat. No. 4,415,754 or U.S. Pat. No.
3,270,057.

The reaction output of the heterogeneous catalytic hydro-
genation in the liquid or in the gas phase comprises aniline,
hydrogen, water as well as byproducts, e.g. phenols and nitro-
phenoles, depending on the process control also traces of not
reacted nitrobenzene.

In case of the gas phase hydrogenation a one or multi-
staged partial condensation of the reaction output with or
without heat integration is carried out.

A gas/liquid-separation with condensation of more than
95% of reaction water and aniline and separation of the
hydrogen rich gas phase is followed by.

The thereby obtained liquid phase is passed to a one or
multi-staged liquid/liquid separation, giving crude aniline as
organic phase which is subsequently fed to a prepurification
by distillation to partial or complete separation of the water
present therein via the overhead stream of a first distillation
column from which a bottom stream is taken off and fed to a
pure distillation in a pure column from which pure aniline is
taken off at the top and a bottom stream comprising aniline
together with high boilers is taken off, which is discharged
and passed to incineration. Therefore the discharge stream
must be conveyable via pipelines.

It is desirable to operate the above process, in particular
also the last process step, viz. the fractional distillation in the
pure column, in such a way that the losses of the product of
value aniline are as low as possible.

However, a problem is that the conveyability of the dis-
charge stream from the pure column worsens with increasing
depletion in aniline to the point of complete blocking of the
pipes due to solidification of the high-boiling components.
For this reason, a proportion of about 1%, based on the weight
of the feed stream to the pure column, has hitherto been
discharged as bottom stream from this column in industrial
plants. This bottom stream then still comprises about 60% by
weight of aniline, balance components having lower boiling
points than aniline, and has a solidification point of about 90°
C., so that it can be kept flowable, with an appropriately
designed accompanying heating and therefore is conveyable
through the pipelines to the incineration. The installation of
such an accompanying heating particularly designed as jack-
eted pipeline or heat-traced pipeline is always considerably
more expensive than isolated or not isolated lines especially
to overcome long distances. Furthermore, the danger of
blocking of pipelines is still existent in case the accompany-
ing heating breaks down.

JP 2005 350388 A describes a process for obtaining aniline
due to catalytic hydrogenation of nitrobenzene and recondi-
tioning of the thereby obtained reaction mixture, whereby the
losses of aniline should be reduced by addition of high boil-
ers.

This document does not describe the addition of methanol
to the bottom stream out of the aniline pure column.

15

20

25

40

45

55

60

65

2

It was therefore an object of the invention to provide a
simple, reliable and inexpensive process by means of which
the losses of the product of value aniline via the discharge
stream from the pure column can be limited.

This object is achieved by a process for obtaining pure
aniline, which comprises the following process steps

catalytic hydrogenation of nitrobenzene,
optional partial condensation of the reaction mixture from
the catalytic hydrogenation in one or more steps,

separation of the after the catalytic hydrogenation or the
optional carried out partial condensation obtained reac-
tion mixture into a gas phase comprising hydrogen and a
liquid phase and

liquid/liquid phase separation of the hereby obtained liquid

phase to give an aqueous phase which is passed to a
further work-up or discharged and also crude aniline as
organic phase, where the crude aniline comprises
90-95% by weight of aniline, 4-9% by weight of water
and balance components having boiling points higher
than that of aniline, in each case based on the total weight
of the crude aniline, and the sum of the components of
the crude aniline is 100% by weight,

prepurification by distillation of the crude aniline by partial

or complete removal of the water via the overhead
stream of a first distillation column to give a bottom
stream which is fed as feed stream

a pure column from which a pure aniline stream compris-

ing at least 99.9% by weight of aniline, based on the total
weight of the pure aniline stream, is taken off at the top
and a bottom stream comprising high boilers is taken off
and passed to incineration,
wherein the proportion by weight of the bottom stream from
the pure column is limited to not more than 0.8%, based on the
weight of the feed stream, and thereof it is ensured that this
stream is pumpable with appropriate accompanying heating
of'the pipelines provided for this purpose, which ensures that
the temperature of the therein forwarded stream is 45° C. or
higher by adding methanol, ethanol, propanol, acetone or
mixtures thereof to the bottom stream in a proportion by
weight of 5-30%, based on the weight of the bottom stream.

Crude aniline can occur in addition directly in one or more
steps of the partial condensation of the reaction mixture of the
catalytic hydrogenation carried out in one or more steps.

Preferably to the bottom stream methanol, ethanol, pro-
panol, acetone or mixtures thereof'is added in a proportion by
weight of 10 to 30%, based on the weight of the bottom
stream.

In a preferred embodiment the invention comprises a pro-
cess for obtaining pure aniline with the following process
steps

catalytic hydrogenation of nitrobenzene,

condensation of the reaction mixture from the catalytic

hydrogenation in one or more steps,
liquid/liquid phase separation of the hereby obtained con-
densate to give an aqueous phase which is passed to a
further work-up or discharged and also crude aniline as
organic phase, where the crude aniline comprises
90-95% by weight of aniline, 4-9% by weight of water
and balance components having boiling points higher
than that of aniline, in each case based on the total weight
of the crude aniline, and whereat the sum of the compo-
nents of the crude aniline is 100% by weight,

prepurification by distillation of the crude aniline by partial
or complete removal of the water via the overhead
stream of a first distillation column to give a bottom
stream which is fed as feed stream
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a pure column from which a pure aniline stream compris-
ing at least 99.9% by weight of aniline, based on the total
weight of the pure aniline stream, is taken off at the top
and a bottom stream comprising high boilers is taken off
and passed to incineration,

wherein the proportion by weight of the bottom stream from
the pure column is limited to not more than 0.8%, based on the
weight of the feed stream, and thereby it is ensured that the
same stream with appropriate accompanying heating of the
pipelines provided for this purpose is pumpable, by adding
technical-grade methanol in a proportion by weight of
15-30%, based on the weight of the bottom stream.

It has been found that it is possible to reduce the loss of the
product of value aniline via the bottom stream from the pure
column further in a simple way and simultaneously ensure the
pumpability thereof by adding methanol, ethanol, propanol,
acetone or mixtures thereof to this stream.

For the present purposes, the crude aniline stream is a
stream comprising from 90 to 95% by weight of aniline, from
4 1o 9% by weight of water and balance components having
boiling points higher than that of aniline, in each case based
on the total weight of the crude aniline, where the sum of the
components of the crude aniline is 100% by weight, or a
stream comprising from 93 to 94% by weight of aniline, from
5 to 6% by weight of water and balance components having
boiling points higher than that of aniline.

For the present purposes, the pure aniline stream is a stream
comprising at least 99.7% by weight of aniline or also at least
99.9% by weight of aniline, balance impurities.

For the present purposes, technical-grade methanol is a
stream comprising at least 95% by weight methanol or at least
99% by weight of methanol, balance impurities.

Addition of methanol, ethanol, propanol, acetone or mix-
tures thereof in a proportion by weight in the range 5-30%,
based on the weight of the bottom stream, enables this stream
to be depleted in the product of value aniline and nevertheless
remain pumpable. For this purpose an accompanying heating
for the pipelines carrying the discharge stream from the pure
column is to be provided, which is operated in such a way that
the temperature of the stream conveyed therein is not less than
45° C.

Technical-grade methanol is preferably added to the bot-
tom stream in a proportion by weight of 20-25%, based on the
weight of the bottom stream.

The accompanying heating is preferably designed so that
the discharge stream conveyed in the pipelines heated by the
accompanying heating has a temperature of 60° C. or above
and remains pumpable.

Technical-grade methanol is preferably introduced at a
gauge pressure of 15-20 bar; this is advantageous since the
incineration is usually carried out at gauge pressure and there-
fore the streams to be incinerated have to be fed under higher
pressure relative to the pressure of the burner.

The process of the invention enables to adjust the operating
point of the pure column in the way that the proportion by
weight of the bottom stream discharged from the pure col-
umn, based on the weight of the feed stream to this column, to
be reduced from the present about 1% to not more than 0.8%
or to not more than 0.7% while simultaneously ensuring that
the bottom stream remains pumpable.

Ata proportion of 1% of the discharge stream, based on the
feed stream, the discharge stream still comprises about 60%
by weight of aniline, balance components having boiling
points higher than that of aniline.

The proportion by weight of the bottom stream from the
pure column is, according to the invention, limited to 0.8% of
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the feed stream to this column. This stream then still com-
prises about 40% by weight of aniline, balance high boilers.

Limiting the bottom stream to not more than 0.8% of the
feed stream according to the process of the invention com-
pared to 1% according to the prior art achieves, at a produc-
tion of e.g. 1 000 000 metric tons at present, a saving of 2 000
metric tons of aniline per year.

The invention is explained hereinafter on the basis of an
example:

The at room temperature solid bottom stream from an
industrial aniline pure distillation column corresponding to
U.S. Pat. No. 3,136,818 was homogenized at 90° C. and filled
into a 200 ml glass pressure vessel.

Then, at the defined temperatures listed below, as much of
99.8% by weight methanol (technical-grade methanol) was
added until all solid components were dissolved. For this
purpose the required amounts of methanol are shown in the
following table:

% by weight added 99.8%

Temperature [° C.] by weight of methanol

100 0
90 0
80 4.1
60 15.0
50 22.0
40 34.0

The above experiments show that by addition of 99.8% by
weight methanol in a weight proportion in the claimed area of
about 5-30% by weight referred to the weight of the bottom
stream, all solid components out of the same at a temperature
of about higher than approximately 45° C. to approximately
below 80° C., were dissolved.

The invention claimed is:
1. A process for obtaining pure aniline, the process com-
prising:

catalytically hydrogenating nitrobenzene, to obtain a reac-
tion mixture,

optionally partially condensing the reaction mixture,

separating the reaction mixture or the partially condensed
reaction mixture into a gas phase comprising hydrogen
and a liquid phase,

liquid/liquid phase separating the liquid phase to obtain an
aqueous phase which is passed to a further work-up or
discharged and also crude aniline as an organic phase,
where the crude aniline comprises 90-95% by weight of
aniline, 4-9% by weight of water and a remainder com-
prising components having boiling points higher than
that of aniline, in each case based on the total weight of
the crude aniline, and the sum of the components of the
crude aniline is 100% by weight,

distillatively prepurifying the crude aniline by partially or
completely removing the water via an overhead stream
of a first distillation column to obtain a first bottom
stream,

feeding the first bottom stream as a feed stream to a pure
column from which a pure aniline stream comprising at
least 99.9% by weight of aniline, based on the total
weight of the pure aniline stream, is taken off at the top
and a second bottom stream comprising high boilers is
taken off, wherein a proportion by weight of the second
bottom stream is not more than 0.8%, based on the
weight of the feed stream, and

passing the second bottom stream to incineration, by
pumping the second bottom stream through one or more
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heated pipelines wherein a temperature of the second
bottom stream is 45° C. or higher, and by adding metha-
nol, ethanol, propanol, acetone or a mixture thereof to
the second bottom stream in a proportion by weight of
5-30%, based on the weight of the second bottom
stream.

2. The process of claim 1, comprising partially condensing
the reaction mixture.

3. The process of claim 2, comprising adding methanol,
ethanol, propanol, acetone or a mixture thereof to the second
bottom stream in a proportion by weight of 10 to 30%, based
on the weight of the bottom stream.

4. The process of claim 3, wherein the proportion by weight
of the second bottom stream is not more than 0.7%, based on
the weight of the feed stream.

5. The process of claim 2, wherein the proportion by weight
of the second bottom stream is not more than 0.7%, based on
the weight of the feed stream.

6. The process of claim 2, wherein the temperature of the
second bottom stream in the heated pipelines is 60° C. or
above.

7. The process of claim 1, comprising adding methanol,
ethanol, propanol, acetone or a mixture thereof to the second
bottom stream in a proportion by weight of 10 to 30%, based
on the weight of the bottom stream.

8. The process of claim 7, wherein the proportion by weight
of the second bottom stream is not more than 0.7%, based on
the weight of the feed stream.

9. The process of claim 7, wherein the temperature of the
second bottom stream in the heated pipelines is 60° C. or
above.

10. The process of claim 1, comprising

condensing the reaction mixture,

wherein the second bottom stream does not comprise solid

components, and technical-grade methanol is added to
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the second bottom stream in a proportion by weight of
15-30%, based on the weight of the second bottom
stream.

11. The process of claim 10, wherein the technical-grade
methanol is added to the second bottom stream in a proportion
by weight of 20-25%, based on the weight of the second
bottom stream.

12. The process of claim 11, wherein the temperature of the
second bottom stream in the heated pipelines is 60° C. or
above.

13. The process of claim 10, wherein the technical-grade
methanol is added into the second bottom stream under a
gauge pressure of from 15 to 20 bar.

14. The process of claim 10, wherein the proportion by
weight of the second bottom stream is not more than 0.7%,
based on the weight of the feed stream.

15. The process of claim 10, wherein the temperature of the
second bottom stream in the heated pipelines is 60° C. or
above.

16. The process of claim 1, wherein the proportion by
weight of the second bottom stream is not more than 0.7%,
based on the weight of the feed stream.

17. The process of claim 16, wherein the technical-grade
methanol is added to the second bottom stream in a proportion
by weight of 20-25%, based on the weight of the second
bottom stream.

18. The process of claim 16, wherein the temperature of the
second bottom stream in the heated pipelines is 60° C. or
above.

19. The process of claim 1, wherein the temperature of the
second bottom stream in the heated pipelines is 60° C. or
above.



